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Iaith is ready to take a major 
new step forward by developing 
a national Language Planning 
Centre.

Outline plans are already in 
place to build the new centre in 
the Teifi  Valley and the company 
will soon be applying for 
charitable status.

It would become a 
powerhouse of expertise and 
ideas, bringing together all 
aspects of Iaith’s work and taking 
them further.

Pioneering work on all aspects 
of language planning would 
be carried out under one roof 
– ensuring that the development 
of Welsh includes all fi elds of 
activity, from the economy to 
community life.

“Language planning is an 
important dynamic in Wales and 
it’s time for us to move on and 
develop knowledge and expertise 

across all these fi elds,” said 
Iaith’s Chief Executive, Gareth 
Ioan.

“The Centre’s aim would be 
to take language planning in 
Wales into a new era, adapting 
research and policy to practical 
action and offering language 
planning services to public 
bodies, organisations and private 
companies throughout the 
country.”

The Centre’s work would 
include:

• Research – laying down 
the foundations for further 
development. Learning about 
patterns of language use and the 
factors that affect it.

• Innovation – being a source 
of new ideas for encouraging and 
developing the use of Welsh.

• Planning – developing 
strategies and methodologies to 

All of the services offered by Iaith: the Welsh 
Centre for Language Planning are now within 
easy reach of the whole country.

Earlier this year, the company’s staff in 
north Wales moved to modern, new offi ces 
in St Asaph that offer excellent resources 
including a meeting place for the use of its 
partners.

As a result, says Chief Executive, Gareth 
Ioan, all the company’s services are within 
about two hours’ travel of every organisation 
and business in Wales.

A new concept in thinking about Welsh

A pioneering new Centre for the language

Services include:

• Language planning – both corporate  
 and community-based
• Promoting Language Awareness
• Education and Training
• Research Services
• Project Management
• Consultancy
• Translation

Iaith is developing a new idea 
which could transform attitudes 
towards the Welsh language. 

Having started the 
debate with a workshop at 

the National Eisteddfod, 
the company will work on 
the concept of a ‘language 
footprint’.

It takes on the idea of the 

environmental ‘carbon footprint’ 
– through our everyday actions, 
we all have a positive or negative 
effect on the future of the Welsh 
language.

● More about this revolutionary 
concept on the back page.

New offi ces improve services 
in North Wales

help bodies, organisations and 
communities to do more.

• Training – sharing expertise 
and knowledge, raising 
awareness and developing skills. 

• Action – providing services, 
managing projects and 

programmes.
“In all fi elds, we will build 

on the extensive expertise of 
Iaith and its staff,” said Gareth 

Ioan. “We are the only company 
operating in this way across all 
aspects of language planning, 
with links across Wales and 
overseas.

“We are in the process of 
garnering support for the new 
Centre. This would be a major 
step forward for the company 
and, hopefully, for the Welsh 
language.”
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